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(JIVIL A]R PATROL ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS

Civi i Air- Patrr.,,1 Or'al Hi*tory irrterview* wel'e iliitiatecl itr earii*

ig8r by Lt. col . Lester E. Hopper, CAP , of the civi i Air

Patrol's Nationai Historical Committee. The overal i prlr po5e uf

these ipterviews is to record for posterity the activities of

seiected ntembers of the Civii Air Patroi .

The Lrl.in;i!-1e goal of these iristorres is to increase the base of

knowledge relating to the early accompl ishments of tjivi 1 Air'

Fat1-ol merril-)er's who in their own unique way contributed to the

def ense of our great country. Certainly llot of a =econciat'y

natLll e i= the Lrreservatiorr of the contributions of individuals as

Civil Air Patro1 continues its growth.



FOREWORD

The fol iowing is the transcript of an oral history inter^vitw

recorded on magrnetic tape. Since oniy minor emendations have

been rnad.e, the read.er shouid consistently bear'irr rnirrd that he i'*

r.eacling 4 transcript of the spoken rather than the written word.

Additionai Iy, no atternpt to conf irm the historical accur'acy *f

tl:e statements has been rnade. As a result, the transcript

ref lects the interviewee's personal recol lections of a situatir-rn

as h* reurernbered it at thre time of the interview.

Editorial notes and additions made by CAF historiarrs are etrcl+=ec1

in hrackets. If feasibie, first names, ranks, or tities are also

provided. Any additions, deletions and changes *ltb,:eclltently uaci*

t* the il''arr=c:r'ipt by the interviewee are not indicated '

Researchers may wish to Iisten to the actual irrterview tape pIi+r'

Lc, c:itinqi the transcript.
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CAP ORAL HISTORY I}MERVIEW

Number:

Taped Interview With:

Date of Interview:

L,:cat i on :

Conducted by:

WNHC 23,83-11

Mr. Wi i l iam L. Heim

September !7, 1983

LittIe Rock, Arkansas

ColoneI Lester E. Hcrpper, (::AF

Hr Interview conducted. with Mr. Wiliiam L. "BiIl" Heim in Lit't1e

Rock, Arkansas, on September the 17th 1983, BE rEIatEE t{'

I{r.Heim's experience as a pilot and other details of his opera-

tions while stationed at Civil Air PatroI Coastal Patro1 Base I

irr Grand Isle, Louisiana. Bi 11 , suppose we start' of'f with a

I.ittle bit if background, your farnily's lrackground' Did you have

any military tradition in your family? What kind of education?

When you got interested in aviation, just teI1 a Iittle bit ahorrt

that.

6M: Wxll, Ir{/ father }ras 6ernlan, He came from Gerrnany when he

was three years old.. My mother was English, she wae born in thix

C:rlUrrtr'y, Fact, other than Mike and I, we were the only two with

any military experience at all. The others were either too old,



HEIM

or were in between the ages, you see, and I was irr High ,5cho,rl,

Fiyxt, f.ri g[Et back ttr this aviatiorr; I just don't really rernernher

when it started, but it was a long time dgo, wherr I waa A ylrlltlg

kid, A,E I told yr:u, the four of us bought that old airplane for

f ive hundred dollars and. we f iew it around. I gttarantee ySLl, Wts

mltst hav* fiown four or five hundred hours between us.

H: Now that was before the war..,

IIM: Wei i. before the war, when the war began--got started--you

either beionged to the CAP or you wasn't going to fly that air-

Lrlarr*, Th*y HCrLIld. have stopped you. 5o anyway. Mister Mike, my

brother, he'd...I'd watch out the front, be Eure the inspec:t'*r'

I{BEII't crtmirrg, f,Ird he 'd oVerhaul that old airplane . We over-

hauled it four or five tirnes. It took all crf ur, hut lIB did E'11118

other aircraft and. engine work for Central too at tirnes. Not

under an A & E see, but we flew it and we learned about it. Lik*

I t,old you, W€ were very poor. We got our inetructicne in for

d.ual , was eight dol lars; you could rent an airplane for sir:

doilarr an hCIur.

H: $ix dollars for airplane, two dollars for instructor...

HM: Yeah, well, but we was only able, about every other week, to

get a half hour. We just didn't have the money in those days,

which was back in thirty eiqht or somgthing lik* t'hat, lrryway,

We reaily got interested. in it, so we got some CAA books, you

)



HEIM

know they were free. We read all about all that stuff at home,

but we didn't read. far enough; that you couldn't do aerobatics

with d J2 Cub for an hour. We was ioopingr it, just like I toid

you earlrer, HeIi, I got it upside down and landed. it just fe11

alI to pieces. But I straightened it out and Rippberger took it

our the hangar a day or so later. He went down there to Pine

Biuff . Guy put the gas in, you know how they shake t'he wings.

kind of c)recking, man, that thing was rattl ing ai 1 in there. He

took the pressure plates off., alI them IittIe wires running

between every one of them was busted. That was from getting it

ups id.e clown, but I d.idn ' t know anything about that then. I

notice it said, when they ca1led you down there, you know for

active cluty, I don't ever recal I , I'm sure I signed up f or it,

but one day. . .

H: Excrrse me, going back a iittle bit, because of the fact you

couldn't fiy, was that your motivatj.on to get into CAP or why did

you get into CAP?

!IM: No, ro, to be very frank, when they f irst started the draft

and they ran their hand the bowl and got the things uP, my broth-

er Mike and I both, next day names was in the paper. We just

like flying, especiaily, like I totd you, he was a boat racer and

all that sort of thing, that fairly intereEted him, and I liked

it. I started flying before he did, not long however. One

Saturday afternoon I got a cati our to the packing house, oh

around five, 5ix o'cIock, and, they toid me be out here at Abbott

Field at ten o'c1ock in the morning. Aircraft would pick me up,
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had the orders on board.. I guess f d.on't recail whether Rex Hayi

c:ail*d rue, C,r whrl calied me, but I believe it was the secretary

of somebody. But anyway, I was out there. Said bringf your gedr.

I gyC,t CIr-tt ther* arrd there was a fellow named Cash. I don't

recatl his f irst narne, he had a 105 Stinson. They gave r-ls ctr-tr'

paF'er3 and. told us to open them after we got in t,he air. So we

left. Toid us we're heading for New orieans' we gr"'t +t'tt chal-t'x

r*Ady Arr w* started for New Orleans. We went into Pascagoula,

Mississippi and the grass was high, Inan, VIE couldn't har'dly g*t

{,Ut., W* I'an abcrut as far as we could go and then gave it fuii

flap, got over a fence and got out. WeII. we hit Pontchartrain,

that lIaE tht higgent hr:rdy crf vrater' H6'd BvEr' EEen, at least I

had. We started right on across, the old airplane started rniss-

ing. . .

H: They aiways miss over water..

llM: Yeal:, evidentiy. . .So anyway, we }and over there and One of

the cylinders was cracked. As well as I can recall, that air-
plane was left at New Orleans and they picked us uF, tCICIk r-lg t*
(jrarrd. Isl* by a courier they had. When I got there, there could-

n't have been over eight or ten people down there, I dOrr't'

think. . .

H. Do you remember what month that was, BiIl?

1942 when I got ther'e '

4

HM: It was July the 26th,



HEIM

H: Now hind of an intriguing story, Rex Hayr c:allrr:1 ytlq 611 tulcl

you to be out here at the airport. At that time were you a CAP

member, before?

IM: Oh yeah, f 'd. been on there sj.nce they had the CAP. When it
. started, we started.

H: You ,lon't by any chance remember your CAP seriai number do

you?

lM: No, but I remember the Air Force 386...whatever it was...

H: Your" CAP serial number, the last. thr*e ol for-ti'dilritr +f it,

wiil teli You how earlY You were.

FM: We I I , I rea I Iy just don; t remernber .

Hl lt's some piace around, you'II run across it one of these

days. Apparently you must have indicated your willingness to gCI

through active duty with CAP...

IIM: We probably signed, up for it, I don't doubt that in the

ieast. It's been a long time. ..

H: The normal thing with somebody volunteering, eventually they

call, theffi, but you got a kind of guick call...

IIM: Yeah, wel l , when I got there though they didn't have B
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hangar up, they just didn't have anything down thel**,..

Hi ffiry

a game,

See. . .

clt:rr't yr-,u give rfle your f irst impression? Let'g just play

BitI Heim just f lew into Grand Isl* flIrd what did yt:tr-l

H:

fiMr Marr I'rrr going to be very frank. I didn't see much of any-

thinqr. I saw an old. gasoline truck there, and a red Ford ,*t'ic:}q

Ir*d truc:k, and t,his big old administration building that at one

time must have been sorne kind of otd hotel or something dcrwtt tlll

one end. of this island. And when I say it was just sheli road...

Is that what you landed on, a she}l road?

IIM, Y*a.]i and aftel'we got it aIi cornpieted up that's stiIl ail

we had. We had one eight hurrd.red. foot, orre twelv* hundFed, frliil I

t.hirrk, I t_lon,t krrow what the rniddie one that we buiidozed up in

there, how iongf it was, but I presume it was about a thot-tsan'-1

feet.

H: Twelve hundred foot runway, you cailed your long one..

HM: That was the long one'

H: How many other people were there before you, Bill?

6



HEIM

lM: I don't really remember. Eight or ten people down there afr

vrell as I recall. Nobod.y mentioned. it, but there was a boy named

Andy Cohen there and he was kind of working in the office and. do-

irrE a 1,:t , He evident iy knew quite. a bit about it . I think

Blocker !{as there, and. of course Major Arrnstrong !'Ias ther'e' A

cfiur,le +f fellows that I just don't recali their names, but t'hey

did.n't stay there. As soon as we got going, they left' I thirrk

Mac and Ken were bringing the equipment down there to set up'

when I got there they didn't have the transmitter or anythirrg. ',

H: The radio wasn't in then?

liM: No, we didn't have the antennas up either, and like I" '

H: So you were actually...it was kind of primitive then.. '

flM: Yeah, we didn't even have generators rnounted' The two

gen*rator**, we had to mount them up high. when we get pretty

high r.rater comes across, when they had a littie hur'r'icane tlllt'

there it washed aII the way across that island' They toid me

many times that they tied themselves in those big trees, Inon-

strous trees, in the center of the island. They'd climb right up

and tie thernselves in there until it blew itself out' I think it

was either the third of four...anyway I hadn't been t'here very

Iong..,before we get to that though, my Exact*d rtt:tnt'h tfJ t'h* clAyt

nry brother showed up with Ripberger '

7

H: It would have been August. ' '



}lEIM

flM: Ar-rgu=t tli* ut,tii, (11r-1 Ri1-riir}-ge]' waE in liir:r aii'pitrnx aiirl MiJr.':

was the navigator, WeII, when we go1- clown there rnost all the

air.plane= *i:r-:el-rL Rippirer'gte}-'3 WA3 pretty new. Mt:Intj.sl-t':: air-

plane was pret.ty new, ancl the one that belonged to Joe Helk' I

beiieve over at shreveport, pretty new. It was that cessna tirat

we had taiked about earlier. A f ew things like t'hat, but they

reaIIy dirln't have anything operational of any kind going' After

we got clown there, Mike got there, we went out a f ew trip5. ' '

H: WeII what did you d.o when you first got there, that month be-

fore Mike got there?

FIM: Oh man, we graded uP

there that belonged to the

some. We started working

the road. They had an old grader down

corrnty I guess, and they graded it of f

on putting uP the antennas...

H: You weren't f iying at that time, you were just" 
'

HM: No, we were just working down there'

could get some airpianes in there'

H: Nobod.y was f }ying d'uring that period'

out of New Orleans or what?

trying to get it so we

they was stiII flYing

the very begrinning as

coming over, see and
IIM: They were f lYing out of

wel} as I recaIl. Because

New Orieans in

we'd seen them

I
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the fact I'm sure they lrere, because vI6 wer'E d*wn th*r'e ti"yitrg t*
get things,...w€ didn't have any facilities. After we finaily
got the thing started and they got going. Peopie began to corle

in. Oh man, they had some of those *ltplanes, lord..they'd about

had it before we got 'em. Some of them were as old as cOuld J:rE,

Fact, one of thenr we was taiking about, it started with air. Had

one of those hand. crankers, which wasn't too far back..,We had fr

lot of them prCIp swingers too, you know, everything just didn't

work. A little later, some, Iike I said, cax1e in with a gull

wing Stinson and then we grot some more eighty and ninety horse

power Stinsons, the small ones you know. We had those arrd pr'*F-rit-

biy more Fairchild.s, and Wacos, and Stinsons than anything el$e,

r+hen we realIy got iL going. But the airplanes were o1d, par'tr

w+ren't availab1e., fact they didn't have any equipment hardly at

aII. So they sent Mike and I back to Little Roclt because Mik*,

he had a 1ot of metal lathes and things }ike that, that, he loved,

that, was his life, that machinist thing. 3o we went up t,here, wE

g{,t a]l the stuff ...I do believe they had the welders down there

though. But I think we brought an eiectric welder vrith ue tcrcr aE

well as I recall and we brought ali kinds...

H: And. those were just your own tools you took down there t+ set'

np, yours and Mike's tools?

IiM: Wel1, they Has Mike'$. They just didn't have anything

work on with...So we took everything we have hecau-q* we had

cloee our business down.

tn

tu

9



H: Okay,

1r:r:J": , -qt *C:k

you

--ldlt(l

HEIM

closed. your business dowrr arrd lrroved clown tli*r'*

L'drrE I r

lIMr Yeah. Irecause there was just,. three of us boys and my father

and he was oid. That's the way it started out, We werrt cl*wrr

t.h*r.e, I Hasn't long before Mr. Mike got some of those old

clonkers that had. been sitting there.,.first thing yoLl kn(lw he'cI

have one in the air, one after another. Then I think we probably

got them alI fiying except one, I believe,

H: Henry Muns, I beiieve, and Mike were kind of the engineering

officers, weren't they?

HH, Yeali, Henty Mune was a f ine f el iow, Then he had Wi I I ie Lutn

and then had. Patterson, his name wa= Bi i I aE I r *i:al 1. Thry

w.:lrk*d !t*'rd th+r-rgh, L,+cattse like I told you, Mr, Mike y/as nrild

manrrered, shy sor't of fetlow. But he wa* r'eally a g*tiiu'= ull

whatever had to be done to make lt go. If it hadn't been for

iiirrr, a tot of those airplanes would have nev*r' ilr.rwti *rf tlf

ther'e. I don't know, we mad.e many many missions out, like I told

you, according to that book I left you out, believe. I don't

really recalI what was in the other book, but there's about three

hundred hours in that book. ..

H: That was after you started fiying. But when you first went

down there, you were rnoetly just tr: get the L,a,:* rtai''t'ed t'ighI?

10
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on

HElM

FIM; That's right. Les, anfl I wetrt down there a5 a llaviltatul-,, ,

Okay, you went down as a navigator but they put you to work

the grr-rund. . ,

III{: Wet I, there wasn't anything to navigate unti I we lrot some-

thing to navigate from, We spent a lot of time tryirrg to get th-

lngs in order and they began to get it in shape. I will, let's

sayr I ride Ripberger aI i the time and always did, We'cl heet-r

gosd friends for many years, had the airplane before we got

toget,her, Like I toid you, he got them on the baIl, now. He'cI

get down there and if it, would look like the boys were getting

too restless, and getting into trouble, you know how every y*i-lllg

man wili do, and he started having them move that sod. We !^/ore

that sod out, pianting it here, and move it back and forth' Eut

tre was fair with everybody, He just told them how it was and

that's what we'd do. We was only down there for orre thing, itncl

if it's your time to go, you're going.

H: That was the onlY way, You know.

job was tough.

The o;.,,er'atiorr,s r-,rf f icel'''E

IIM: That's right.

H: (:lkay rrr:,w,

most of Your

later on?

traxical ly you werrt

missions was as a

down there as a

navigator 0r wBI*e

navigator arrd

y{,u a piltrt

11
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!iM: When af ter we ' d been there about , oh, a f eW nr'-rnt'hg , t'hat'

hr-rt:k wiii t,elt y(:ri-I, we got two weeks off, Samuel Bidaletter'al and

myself and I believe DeCIerk, we came up here.. '

Hr Bid*ietter'a1 and You and who eise?

HM: DeCierk. We came up and we took some sChOoI. We'd all'Eally

takerr irl-tl'. Hritten work and we got our private license. When we

went back, why then they checked us out. We w,ruld f Iy a lit*

tle, . .rrr*rt.ly c:*urier service to New Orleans and back and forth.

Of course we f lew every f light , but not as the pilot it,:elf ,

Ianrling anrL taking off . As well as I recall, when I finally went

into the Air Force I think I had twelve hundred h+ur,=.

H: Y*u;l;t up a mess of thern in a short period of time.

IIM: Yeah, we f lew a lot.

Hl Wjrat WAB yLrltr,schedule, mornings, evenings, or how did you

aII work on that?

IIM: Tfi6y hacl a i*Bqtltlat' I'irst*ts, Irr other words if you f lew dawn

patrol, they wasn't going...you grot more than one a day' They'd

probably put you on the last flight. They tried to give you a

Iittte break in between. They didn't give you, go out two hours

r:,f Whgt6vil* it iE, and ctlme back two hours and go back,they'd try

to break it up for us. If they had errough guyr t'o go flI-oltlrd, y*Ll

L2



HEIM

just got maybe the one f iight a day. And sQme oi thetri w':I':

l+nqter'' than others, depends on the amount of the convoy and how

big it was. Pascagrouia would bring it so f ar, we'd take it f roui

tirere, and son:ebody else from Beaumont would get it a littie

further on, you know.

H: Basical Iy, that was convoy escort duty or what?

l{M; Part ial Iy that's what we reai ly did ' We'd try to +ircle anil

Etay ar'ound. those convoys as rnuch to let them know that there was

an aircraf t in the air. We presume that helped t,hetu stay ilowlr,

However there was routing, I'm sure, but that's what we did the

most.

H: 5o you circled around the convoy and just foilowed it aB

progressed through the Gulf?

li$: Yep, that wae our primary target, I think, was to do that.

H: And you picked it up from either Pascagoula or Eeaurrorrt wliich

e1,/e1 clirection it was going and handed it of f to the other one.

How much did you ever go out just to search arl area, iookitig for'

subnrarj.nes or anything like that?

HM: Sorrretimes, of Course, VI€ wouldn't know that f 'm Sure that'

t.h* caFtairr and them had it, but they'd tel] us to search.

Everythinlr was marked out in different quadrarrtts, -q*al'ch qllach'ant

number three and four or whatever it was. We'd go specifically

it

13



for that and were looking for anY

Evid*nt 11* thet *'* Jreerr *t-rlile kind of

area or some one had been sighted.

there occ:asic,na1ly, yott know. . .

H: Such ds.

H: Nc,w when yr:u circled these convoys,

h*ur,s at a time, fsur h.rur'r at a tinie, t:,1"'

HEIM

kind of debr'is or' arrYthitrg'

torpedo or sornething in the

Arrd we'cl *ee Bntire rtt-tf f ut-it'

were out for two

l otig'i

llffi; W* i i , the*e crate* and stuf f f l oat ingr around and

somebody...a ship had. been sunk there was no douh,t aliout all tli*

clebris that was there wasn't. . .

H: How about survivors, did you spot any survivors while you

were doirrg that or anYthing?

lM: I never did. But we'd be out there lookingf. I never reaily

did see any, but I knew there were solrre froni the otli*r'' ['nnFiE

whrr '11 rtr*rr thenr, this and that, but they f o I i owed them i n you

know.

you

h,:vr

IiM: Wei 1, it depended on what kind of aircraft we had as how

much tirne. We would stay out there a$ long as we had fuei to get

back on. They knew where we were going to leave it and Pascagou-

}a or somebody else was supposed to try and pick it up as soon as

trrlBEiblr, Hcrw f 'rn sure there were some tirnes areas in which they

had no coverage at all just because we couldrr't c*VEr it AII,
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H: So yorr fIew, say ln the morrring, and then they tried to lfive

yuu a l:,l'eak and you f lew later that night. Did you f Iy seven

days a week or how?

IIM: WeIi, now, f can't remember. Maybe they had a day or two

CIff occasionaily, but I don't remember just how that wa*. If it

was, it didn't matter, we wasn't going anywhere anyway'

Wasn't too rnany places to go on Grand Isle.H:

IIM: No, there

iike we did, we

sure wasn't.

enjoyed it.
But a man that reaIIY liked to fIY

H. That's what you were there for...

FiM: Yeah, and we I iked lt . I persorra I Iy, I tiror-rltlrt they dicl 11

L1}.etty !{++d jor'. I,rn not tr.ying to pat them on the back but the

d.isciplipe was pretty good. If it haci to be dorre, a}l oi tireni

wouid" do it, there wasn't any passlng the buck'

H: Passing the buck?

lIMr N,r, everybsdy did their part and that was the way we did it.

H: Do yr-,u rernenrber anythingf about yOuI IarliuE? Aii"r-:r'aft yt-rt-l'Vtr

Lr}.+tty Weli covered. How was your radio equipment down there in

the airpiane?

15



HElM

FS{: We1i, occasional ly you'd get an airplatre tliat irait a [']''etty

lfu+cl rrllr , Br-tt tric:=t of theri was f 1 ipped. Af ter a whi i e, af ter

we'd. L,eerr tirere quite a while, I can't relnelr'rber bltt I think I wa,:

Llnwn t-h*r'* aL,out eigthteerr rrtonths, wel l I was there when the start

of winter then and how ever lonq I was there..,

H: W*ii that'cl be fr'c,rr Jr-riy. Yc,u said you went dowrr there

July I beileve.

liM: Ttre lwenty-sixth of JulY, Yes.

H: You f inished in August of '43.

llM: 5o lhat was about a good Year.

H: Yeah, thirteen, fourteen month*.

irr

IIM: Th*y hegarr

just didn't have

!-l.(1

the

improve the radios as they went along. They

faciiities, or the rnoney, you krrow, I gLl*B'=,

A1 I that wasHl Nt-rrr* irf th*t' wag trl'crvid*d hy the gov*rrffierrt.

provided by individuals'

IIM: I think that I didn't
just paid them so much as

to maintain it down there '

own that airplane, but I

hour, the governrnent did.

think they

Arrd vre hacl
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H: pard them I ittle or nothirrg an hour, I've got the scheih-llE-q

on it.

HM; Weli I'm sure it wasn't much.

H: I f rqure the guy who got rich of f of that was the ittsut-attr-:e

{:n}tiparry, j-,er-:ause the insurance paynrent was twice that everything

else was, You had to qo right to the insurance collillally,

tlM: Wel l you see a lost of those old alrplarres had a lot of tirne

on 'em before we ever got thern,

H: You had a couple of staggrer wings didn't you?

tiM: yeai-: they were good ones too, o1d Wacos back there, th*y wa.x

c:ust.uni j,,rhs. Bob Smith had one. Little bitty f eI low' Samuel

Birfaietteral canre with him I beiieve, and ther'e waB arrother trtl*r

I dgn't r-ecai I who it belonqed to, but they were a good stabie

old airp.rlane and they would take a ioad. You didrr't have t,+

worrY about it, You know.

H: Did you have any Beech stagger wings or just the wacos down

there?

flMr I hincl tlf think rnight have been one Beech, I'm not sure but

I believe there was one Beech.
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H: Somebody told me you had a fancy red Beech that came dc,wt't

fr'*rrr Eotri*plac* Llp in New Yor'k at one tirne or another.

Fil{: I kinda bei ieve that too. Lower protn-rded out 111 f ront of

1-he Llppei wi rrg , r j. ght ?

H: Either far behind, I don't rerrernber which.

HM: Y*aii, I don't either but I believe it was out in front.

H: P.2, this is a Beech 178 or sonrething like that.

llM; I itun't I'eriltrt'r't,el' just what it was but I do believe that's

true.

H: ilf {:rjr-I1'Ee y+u had the Fleetwirrgrs "Seabird". Di.d you ever get

to fIY it?

HFI' I'ii hrrn in al1 uf th*tl, Eltt like I tolcl yut-t the tinie we

got our license and things, we flew on every flight, J:ut tiie

-.,1t, we alread.y had the pilots, they were in charge. But weprl(

would fiy the d.octor back and forth and aII that sort of thitr,J to

build you uP a little.

H: Yr:,Ll't*E w*ic:t'rfie to it, When you got your time built lip you

becarne a pilot instead of a navigrattlt'?
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HM: They raised you from a f light of f icer, which was a navigLl-

t(r1', to a secot1d iieutenant when you got your license and you

were checj<ed or-rt. But they actually never put you oLll: irr cirargE

rrf f 1ig1ir- irr the Gul f unti i we had suf f icient pi iots f or that.

Anri 1ike I toLd. you, I wasn't bragging, L;ut I was a pretty gnnil

navigator .

H: Bili, You weren't bragging, everybody else was bragging

you.

on

IIM: Well I had too. But you know what I'm taiking about, 1rou

had to have them both.

Hr You,:ii,1rr',t have all those radios to help you back then that

you have now.

lil{: No, we did.n't corne back on any bearn at ail. We

where I had it marked on that chart.

carne back

H: How about you personally? Were you involved in any accidents

or anything yourself? We' I I talk a I ittle bit about Mike's

situation later.

No I rrever, other than like I tOld you, airplane'.d quit on

and we put in on a beach and had a I itt le piec* of lead irr t'lrx

tarrk "errcl it would roil back and, forth and' get over the pipe'

lMr

us

ga3
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H: Where'd you put that one on the beach? That war vlh,=l-*?

lM: Weli, that was an island up jr-rst east of Tirnbalier Light,

whatever it ls.

Th* Eantter, or somethinq like that.

IIM: They calied it the Lost Island, tltat'5 what the trative=

r:ali*cl it, One t.irre there was a big hotel there and a hurricane

came and washerl. everything of f , When it lef t, it never lef t' a

h,:Cly, a xf,Lrne, CrF arrything. That's the reason they cai led it the

Lost Island and I think its kind of spooky to therr,

H, Mac: r+a= -rliing nre, He qave ne the name of a book last night

that he had. just read on it. It's somethirrg I'lI have to gf+ hacl':

An'1 1.trail olt6 of the,3e days , I ' ve heard that story , be i ng o ld

Louislanian and. I've heard the story trf t-ir''arrcl t-lh*tii':t' ui'

,=umethinlt along that Iine. It was a great big resort hotel and

everything eIse.

tlFli Erlt when the Etrll'nr $IaE avel thrt'* watsn'f a thirrg left'

H: I think part of the church beii was left and that was it'

llM: They was having a big reception there when the stor'rn carfle

the,, a big faid.eral. We',d have things Iike that, ht-tt they'd

about aiL

at

l_,r
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H: And you put it there. That was the only orre you ever hacl t+

FLlt dot+n in a emergency l ike that or did you have to do that

other times? By the way what kind of airplane was that?

liM: It was a Fairchi id.

H: Fairchild Ranger or what?

IIM: N0, no, it was a Warner I believe, a hundred and forty f ive

Warner. Markovacowitz was the piiot and he brought the air'F1anE.

I d.on't know who it beionged to, it wasn't his, but he brought it

down there. Dimitri there, he had a Ranger, but I flew it mfiny

times but I never did...

Hr Okay while you were doing ail those thingrs, did you spot any

submarines yourseif or foreign aircraft appear?

liM: Persorraliy I never did say that I reaily spotted a subma-

rine. But I certainly been right where one had just beeti ancl

dc:rre this ,larragre. Because, i ike I told you, you couid see debris

and. stuf f so I knew he been there. You look so hard that, fli*

f ir"st t}-ring you know, you kind of think you see it. You know

what I'm sayirrg? If the sun is just riglrt you can ir':o}t d+wtr yi-tr-l

i:iluld EE* Hay clown. The water's ciear as carr be. At one tirrie we

thougfht sure we saw one, we reporterl it and that'* a,? fal' aE I

know about it.
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H: Did you drop a bornb on what you thought you saw before y{'Li

reported it?

HM: Nu, jir-tt othel than that, I real ly never had any real problern

of my own down there.

H, Huw a.h*,-rt yc,r-r tel I irrg nr Eolrethirrg of tirat takirrg of f with

bombs anil depth charges in a single errglne airplatie got to J:e ali

int*re*ting e>:perience, didn't it?

FM: Yeah,

I h*,-1 wiflr

passed t-he

ilitc:h atrcl

end.

it was kind of exciting, and like I told you,

that crid. Sentleman was real exciting. I know

ad"ministration buiiding, 9o down both sides

trach up, we did get, it stopped before it went

the tr'ip

after we

o f tiie

off the

H: liir:i y*r.t have a trornh on board then?

tM: No , we didn't .

H: Fortunate.

tlffil VAr'y- ftlt't.Urrate, TfrBIr the rre:.:t'mL-lr'rrirrgl we'd take off , the

same fellow and I, dawn patrol, and they couldn't get the antenna

out. So we had to rnake another ianding and I'rn dead from yestef-

d,ay's larrdirrg. This one was a l ittle hetter, hITWEVEI', Ht WAE

I.6aIIy pr',:bat,Iy a pretty good pilot, he just had to get broke in
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a littIe bit.

H: Fr'ol-,al-riy a good pilot on a nice smooth runway but not down on

a sheil yc;ad.

IIM: That's right.

H: That shell road was probably spooky to a lot of people.

HM: It was. But you'd be surprised, once you put it l1own +ll

tii*1'e, it r+as just as nice as could be. They kept lt graded to

keep the r-ibs out of it. It was aI i rigl-tt.

H: The sheils compact real yreiI.

!lM: It breaks up into little.. ..

Hr They make cement out of she}1.

FIM: It breaks down into I itt Ie pieces, you kuow.

H: How about your iiving conditions down there? How did you

i ive and where'd You end uP?

lil{: Well, first I iived at the hotel down there. It was one

small room, about the size of this, one bath down the hali that

wa3 it, the lavatory. I stayed there for awhile and then we

rented a iittle house from Reddirr up at Gtrlclen Meadowr. Harl a

IittIe, a very small one. It wasn't great, but it was Iivable
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and we cleaned it up and stuff.

H: War that y'rll anr-1 Mike ol your family?

tiM: No, just mY wi f e .

III Yc,ur wife arrd y.lLt, Did you have any children at that time?

FM: No .

Hr ,qh* -iu*t ttioved dowrr there from Little Rock with you?

liM: After awhile she came. Mike's wife came, they bcrth came

ECIme time iater on.

H: E* y+u just left home and. everything else and went down there

to do your duty, 5o to sPeak

IIM: That's right.

H; At the time You were how old?

llgi I i+ax twenty five I h*lieve at the tirne. It wasn't bad down

there...in war time and like a lot of other tirnes you have jnst

have to do the best you can with what you have, you know. $o we

made out ali riqrht, we didn.t eat the fanciest, but we had. fc,*cl

an'X I ,1i,1ir't Bee anybody shrinking up much
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H: Nobody's a rock, everybody survived.

locai peopie, pretty friendly or...
How did you find the

FM: ..I'm going to say this my brother and I, we rnade a ft'ienci

Crf evely native on that island. A lot of people not that far

south as us appeared. to feel a Iittle superior to these people.

Those people down there were just as important to me as anybody

else. We'd fish. You see, when we were corning irr orr a fliglrt,

if the tirle of day was right you could see aii the fish miqrati.ngt

into Barataria Bay or one of the big baye ' shark gr-,ing thrur-tgh

thenr occa3iona}iy. Wei1 I knew the fishing hoie would be there.

so we aI1, everybody'd go up there and. go fishing. Man we',d

catch d ganq, artd not once have I ever had to ciean a fish, all

the time I was there. Nati.ve guys done that, and f 'ni ttot askingf

them, they just dld.

H: Outsiders don't have a tendency to understand just how good

t,hose people were down there.

llM: Those peopie l ive a dif f erent lif e, things are dif f erent

down there, They have to acclimate themselves to the conditic,rrE

they had. I'm gonna teil you this, I thought they did real weil,

everyone of them. They had a lady there that totrk care of t'he

h*ure tlier'e. Enoch's wife; anything they couid do to help you'

We paid t,hem, but money wasn't a big thing down th*r'e h*craure

th*r'e wasn't very much of it, for one thing.
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H: They didn't have it.

llM: Taih:ing ahaut uioney, I urrder'stand you didn't get paid too

frequently down there

iil{: W*i 1, they paicl, but the checks was always iate. It would

be awhi le bef ore you get then:. But old WaiteI BlocJt*r', lte',f gtl

uL, tu Ra.r:*lanci, 1l:elieve that bank. Whatever money, they knew

what ever'ybody's check would be, and. he'd draw , geL tliat trit-ic:h

lflnntry Lxltt, Wtrerr the check came, they'd aII sign them and give

them back to him and he'd put them back in.

H: That ltind of kept it going for you.

!M: Yeah, anytime we'd get out. Then if you had to, you cc;u}d

{n ta Hi 1 I i*t. ' ,: arrd rnaybe i f you didn' t get paid, they'd credit

you for the groceries.

H: Ea*i ca I ly what yorl're saying, I guess, there was a pretty

united *1-rii'it, not only al:lollg t'ire FEo['18 *11 the ]rar; ahnltt tl:r

war effort but the locals too.

[IM: Oh, you bet. Non they say some of them coCIperated by goingt

out (heiping German submarines) . I'm sure some of t,hat stuf f

happened, but they didn't necessarily have to come frorn Grand

Intt, th*y crcrr:Irl c:$lile t-r[t fif arly of thc,-qe inland water wayg or

all the way from New Orleans. Fact is, they didn't get ttr haUl
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the stuff our of there anyway.

H: WeIi, there's been a iot of stories about that. you know,

supportitrgl the Gerntan subrnarines from Grand Isie and frorr trvel'y

piace e1=+. I never have been uUi* to realty find any great deal

of credibi i ity about it.

lil{: No, no, no.

H: I do have an interview scheduled with a German U-boat

commander. That one is going to be real interesting, talking tu

inr now. He came to this country after the war, he's novi a

Mississippi River boat pi Iot.

lM: Is that right?

Hr He iracl sorile interestinq stories to telI about the fact that
he couid corne ashore. . . could have pretty much sirrc:e his rirr:iher-.

was an American. And he could come ashore and you know...

!IM: Yeah, pass himseif off ...

H: Fax* hir:ise i f of f , but he never did. That ' s second hand, I
haven't ]rad a chance to reaily sit down and talk with hitir. I'rri
---'1y 1.;*kinq forward to it, because he ought to have ar'r4 r I

real...Interesting piIe of sea etory to telL WelI, yr-rLl EEayE(:l

there pretty much to the end then, until August of '43 right?
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HM: Yeah, I think I left when they closed down, hest as

calI.

re-

H: Wtretr they c1,:secl the of f icial operation, people I ike Mac

stayed on to close it down. Let me ask you somethirrlt atrcrt-tt tiie

harr it.:*1i. c-tn a kirld nf arr crveral I evaiuatiorr, how rre1l , was

the base equipped when it f inal ly got up. I real ire it ,=txt't*tl

fr^orrr nothing.

FMr Wel1, once they got everything goinq, we didn't have the

finest equipment and, stuff in the world, but I say tirits, tl-rey 1i1r1

EVEI'yifiilrit they ever warrted. The maintenance, we couldn't com-

plain about that at aI i . I say this, I wa* itr the Ail. F*i''rr*

af ter tirat., and there was a lot rnore snaf foos in the Air Force

than we had down there.

Hr Ycru [,r',rhably didn't have people that was quite as dedicated.

Across the board, how about your management, Command, WA,B it

pr'etty well cornmanded? You answer it, I won't presume. ..

FM: No, there's no doubt about that. Like I told you, they }:acl

EtlhiB p1..r:rhlBrfiE With ffErmE rlf the c.armmarld.ers and this and that,

littte things. You got to remember, I tried to see both sidee.

That fellow that carne from up north, he had a helluva time ad-

justing to all those Cajuns, and us too. So he tracl a prc'hlBli1

ah*Ltt. aE wslt aB we did, f guess. Now like the people like
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Ripberger there, Ripberger run a tiqht ship. I 've krrrlwrr Ri[,h,:1.-

ger for years an years, but he told me the same damn thing he

told everybody else. . .

H: Well when I say command, I rnean t,hat, the whole. . ,the opera-

tions officer, the aerodrome officer, all of thenr.

llM: That's right.

H: You ft:urrd them to be pretty grood managers, then?

FIM: Dog gone tooten, sure did, I thought they did f irre.

H: How about your operations, pretty well effective? You made

all your fiights on scheduie and..,

HM: Ttrey t,rok pride in that, though. They kept those airplanes

on time. Of course every once in awhile, orre woulcl get way (jur,

t-here anct it wouid start breaking down, they'd have to come in,
we'd send another aircraft out.

H; Now how did you f iy? Did you f ly two airpianes at a time,

aIi the time?

lil{: Twc,, We'd stay within sight of orre another, we did.rr't...

H: Was one of them high and orre of theni lcrwil

liM: Wel l , l itt1e bit normal ly, one was a i ittle hjgher than the
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other and we'd stay about a half or a quarter rnile, half mil*

apart.

H; Yor-r l'*uienir-rer' the altitude you normal ly f lew those two air-
planes at?

IlMr W*1i, they wtrI'e taikirrq about 500 in there, but it appeared

to rne as weil as I recalI., we was flying arottrrd anywher'e fr.,:tn twr,

t* f ive, Depends on how far we \^lere trying to see and what we

were looking for.

H, Arrd tiie tiuie of the day, arrd where the sun was. I do a

Iittte bit of , well I don't anymore, but I'Ve drrne a I+t *f

f;*al-C:h rs*r'k dc,wn ther'e, BO I krrow some of the problems. Okay

what's your personal overal l evaluation in the ef f ectiverres,: .jf

the I,a=*, It+ y,ru think it was well run?

HI,,l: Personally f realIy thought it was. I didn't know anything

aF-rcrttt, thi ffiilitary priCIr to that. But after leaving there and

going to the military, I really thought it was operated Ft'oFBrIy,

H: How much did it help you when you got into military? Your

d.ri i I was out of the way and you knew the routines and every-

thing. . .

llffi Yxr, I was Fr*tty w*11 qualif ied when I got there. When

Ieft there, I came to Pine Bluff , DeClerk and I werrt OLlt in

I

r-i
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cad.re. We vtere going to get a job at Grot,ta Field. They checked

us out that one day, soloed, Iet them go in a PT19. We was doing

our regular stuff before we took over on Glasses, You know. Plat

getting used. to the area and the aircraft and stuff. We hadn't

had any open cockpit airplanes at a1l down there. We were flying

ardrund, WE tradn't been made instructors yet, We were corning

along okay. They hadwhattheyca}}ed.a hurdie stage, t'hey

stretchecl a rope across the fieid. That's so you learn. To

teach you to make a get in.on a sharp runway, get the airplarre

d.own, stop it. Well another fella and myself down there and two

other instructors, and they had twenty one aircraft lined up

there in a row with students. They $rere all going to shoot these

hurdle stages. You know, with aIl of them, it's always best whcr

Sets the closest thing, he grot to buy the beer that night. Well

anyway, we jacked. the seats up a little bit too high that night''

Well anyway, w€ jacked the seats up a iittle bit too high I

think, and lost our perspective exactly. As I'm cc'ming irr jltst

CIver that rope, w€ started slipping and falling off to the left.

With all those airplanes lined up, wasn't anything to do, hut

give a ful} throttle, kick a right, rud.der, what it did, it hit

the ground., broke the wheel off , strut of f t,he landing gear,

strut went stuck in the ground, the airplane spun around and I'm

und.er the rope. I won the beer, but I got fired

H: They didn't like you tearing up the airplane'

!IM: No,

kid g{,t'

the guy

they got upset about it. Well it wasn't s* bad, ht-tt' tlrrts

killed in traffic that morning. I cracked that one uP,

came in right behind, me. The other guy went down, but
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didn't crack his up, but he hit so hard that it busted the #par.

Sqr wE rr*eded to be f ired and they f ired us. So I came home and I

just waiting until the Army called me. $o we went tcr work clver

here at tlentral for Claude Halburn, Mike and I, we'd do mainte-

nance on the airplane, drain t,he oil and all that stuff at night.

Emall rrr*int*rranee, but, things t,hat could be done without a A & P.

He was well qualified., but he didn't have the.license. -fi,1 w*

worh*d drv+r there. Then eounds kinda like a little funnies down

here too. Ripberger, Captain and I we got the ncrtice, ctllllE d.r:wrr

to take +ur ptrysicals for the draft the same morning. I see him

walking in, we going in the door together. "What you doing her+

tJapt.aifr?" "Got d.rafted. " So we go in there and we take our

physicals and stuff and all the other things you take. I tTfit

hrrnie ahErut one o'clock or one-thirty, already had rny induction

papers. They came at, eleven, before I ever got home. Evid*ntly

they mailed them before I got there, of course they knew we

passed the physicals down there. So anyway, the Echool riarrt*d

their money back for the airplane, I guess they put us in there.

The Captain and I, we cracked a little beer on that island 3tt-1f;,

tso we went and qot us a pint of whiskey. He drank half and I

d.rarrk half . WB I'EntEd, a air'ttlane, llrrl*E fittr wirlgr {tvE}' t'h*}'e,

Man, we went out and if we didn't have a time. We had it where

our killing plant was. We had a farm too, and vre had sorne guys

working. Man, we 'd go through there, gett,ing rigfht down on the

ground, doing aII the wrong things. We pulled. the airplane up

Afrrl AnCl !I8 tC,*]t a f*w tr-*es, a little lirnbs out of some of the

trees. Then Ripberger vranted to go over to North Little Hc'c:k t*

hL
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his mama's house, and he run her in the house too. By the tirne

we got back to the airport, w€ had every officer, CAA and every-

body else was out there waiting for us. They wanted to know all

about it. Captain aiready knew they were looking for him so he

told them. We told thern we got to go in the service in the

rflOrning, we're leaving the next day. The guy said. "WeIl okay,

we're not going to do anything about it, we're just Eoing to put

it in the record.s. If it ever happens again, you get it a]l at

one time. It worked out all right.

H: It sure dicl. Sourrds like you ali had a biast though.

[iM: Yes we did.

H: Now you went into the service. Did you come back and get

associated. with CAP when you came back or did you just E'retty

well drop CAP after you got out?

!IM: When I came back from overseas, bY then I had a son and ns

money. I think vre had f ive hundred some dollars in the bank,

needed a new refrigerator for the kid's milk to keep it cold. $o

we went to work. My older brother Mike had started a business up

and it was going along pretty good. So I went to work for t'h*ttt.

We t,ut in eighteen hours a d.ay for six days a week. We did that

for about...I just f lew home, I got horne in the later' FaI't rlf

Ctctclber, I beiieve in '45. The f irst of '46 they just made me

equal partnerr and when we made the rnoney back, w6 put in rrry part

until I was even with the money they had.
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H: You were too busy making a living to play CAP?

lIMi We had to if vre was going to.eat, so we did.

H: That's well understood. We talked a littie bit ab(tut Miit*,

Mike war .ln* rlf tfisee individuals who was involved. in an aircraft

crash in the war and survived it. How about telling me a little

bit about that?

HM: I saw hirn taking of f , they were testing the airpiane.

H: What type aj.rplane was it?

IMr It vias a Fairchild. I believe it probably had a hundred and

twenty five Warrner on it, I believe. But anyway they'd h**t:

havirrg -tr.uuble with ttre airplane then. I don't remember now just

why, what was the problem it had, but as you pull it up a certain

amount.,, {we had one I t,old you, we'd turn it left or right, one

with a BB or that lead thing'd get in there). Semething elEe wats

wr.Errrg Hith this orre, They ltept checkirrqt it out dcrwn there, hack

and forth, just running up down t,he runway. Finally they took

off. They went down, they was doing okay. They got up a little,

I'm gonna say about two hundred feet or 5o, rnaybe a }ittle more,

rnaybe five hundred feet, flown out a pretty good ways from the

runway. Down there you run off into water either'way ytlu gtl' Th*

Engfine H*Llld quit them, Qr was beginning to quit...DeCarlo was
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fiying and. he banked it to the left ali the way around. He tried

to get it back on the runway but he couldn't get it back. So

they hit Bayou Rigeau. The airplane went right on in and DeflaFl,.r

came up and. saw Mike wasn't there. He went back down there and

my understanding is that he unsnapped the buckle and poppecl his

I{ae West tubes. They both carne up, but had a big knot on his

head where he hit the compass. They got the aircraft out later,

He'd busted it, but other than that, it was all. It' reaily

did.n't hurt him any more than that. He really was just kind of

on a test flight, what they were doing, far as I recall.

H: That didn't put an end to his f lyirrg CIr arrft'hirrg?

IIM: No, oh no .

H: WeIl Mike was also a pilot in addition to beingr a mechanic

mean.

IIM: Yes. We f lew after that. We used to ferry a iot of air-

planes. We got back after the war, we got a business reaiiy

going. Whatever they had, the regulations I forEet them, what

the initiais were now, but we couldn'L slaughter but scr many

cattle a rnonth, hogs or different, whatever species. So the OP$,

oPA...

H: (-lffiir* crf Frice Adnrinietration
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liM: We wasn't going to string it out ail rnonth. The cost was

too great. We'd operate a full two weeks, as far as we could go,

if you're the last one. We had two weeks left. We'd feyry.

Ait.Flane,B fr+m up in Middletown, Ohio, down here, wherever he

wanted 'ern/ They paid us a hundred and twenty dollars a ;-rieca

for f lyirrg thern, which wasn't bad.

H: No.

IIM: It warrr't had when you wasn't making anything. That's the

way we did it, we flew that,. He liked to fly ju,st abtrllt likt niE

Brril then he r*alty got into it. We both bought us one of those

airplanes up there. We f lew it aI i the tirne unti i I ike I ttrld

yr.rr-l Hfi*n we got those medals d.own at Grand Isle. We went down in

that storm when it took me eight hours to get there. I gCIt *ttt'

t:f the airplane over there and I left. I totd }dr. Mike, you can

have rny half and from then on I rode the airline,

H: Therr you haven't f lown much since then?

!lM: Yes, but on the G. I. Bi 11 . DeDIerk and I got that PT-19 '

Th* guy $IaE trretty gt-rr-rd ttrvBl' ttrer'e tcr tie, Ther'* watrrt't nuch

going on around here just, then and he'd iet us take off in forma-

tion and we'd. get out and get them upside down. Pump that woggie

pump, see who could stay upside down the longest"'

H: The longest to do it...

36



HEIM

HM: Yeah, we just had a. ..

H: Until you was PurPIe?

liM: Yeah, have a good tirne with them and learned a lot about rt

too. we just l iked it, But Mike f lew that other airplatre lolill

time. I realiy don't know what he did with it'

Hr You pretty much haven't been flying as of iate anyway?

lM: No, no.

H: Can you thirrk of anything else that was special down there

for You?

i{Mr No, no, realiy like I say, I was tickled that the thing

turned. out like it did. I hate that tirere are so f*w of uE l*ft

fr.-om r-rp irere but it won't be longt there will be a iot less than

that, I guess.

H: That's what happens when you get old.

FiMr Getting old...

H: That',= why I'm wor'hing =o hard you know.

FiM: I hear You. . .
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H. f haven't quite caught up with you yet, but I'rn rurrnirrg fa=t,

lM, Wrl1 I'rr kinda lr-rc:ky t-hough.. Mr, Mike's the only one that's
died in our farnily since my niother clied and she wa* eiltirty-thl'ee,

My *icl**t.:i*t*l' is seventy-seven, be seventy-eight ai-rd therr I

have one younqer srster, she's about sixty-twr-,, o1' thr-ee, Tlien I

ltot a bl'+thel' seventy-f ive. We were oid dudes.

H: WeIi for what it's worth, it seerns to be the ntore active yuri

wer'': it-t your'' youth the longier you 1ive.

FS{: Wel l and I think that and you have to stay active irr yr-,ur'

*ld*l- Eg,r t**, W* w+r k at it. My wif e and I, we work outside

fuli time. I want to show you those...blootrrs tc,o, I want )o+t-t tu

talo.e that bonrb stuf f back. I don't want...

H: I appreciate it. What we're going to do, f 'nr stiil Lrastinll

il'*Llrrd, l:rLt I'rr gltripg to get a memorial down at Grand Isle. A

bomb and a few other thlnqs we have at Williat::s Air';,ot-t..,,Ar:lclix,

Louisiana.

IiM: I ]cnuw Hh*rB that it,

They have a state aviation museum. And I.'m goingr to get them

give rne a display cabinet in there fc,r CAP m81iit]]'s]:riIiB,

H:

to
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FM; We I I , that 's good.

Hr Yor-t j<rrow we've got some things that come of f f irst. Number

one . We have three areas that we want to cover ' We are goitig l*

get something we want of course at our own headquarters

f irst...At Maxweli Air Force Ease. We're conillit'terl' t+ a Lri''ett'y

guirrl cli=p1a-rr at the Natiorrai Aerr-:space Museurr: in Washirigiton.

Wright Patterson at Dayton, Ohio. Wright Patterson Air Force

Base wirere the Air Force Museum is. Then, I'm not going to say

what's ief t over, but the things that I think arE uiol'-e a['l]Iulrri-

ate to Louisiana going to be there at Wi1iiams Airport. What's

your overail evaluation of the worth of the whote proltrarrl-/ At tlie

tinie, do you think it realIy stemmed the tide for us?

lM: I think we had no alternative but to do that. Mal'ititti*

tLirl.n't halre a aircraf t, they couldn't take care of it ' They had

too mucir other stuf f that real ly hacl to be harrdled alicl if ir,

hacln't fu*err f or us we 'd. l ost a I of more ships , in rny personal

opinion. Not that I would've stopped any of theu: but...

H, You were one of the ones that did stop them though.

FIM: Somebod.y did. There wasn't any d.oulrt atror-tt thetn heingt

there.

H, ilu. I thinh of one of t,he rnost d.escript'ive thingrs I've ever-

heard about tirat. I war talkirrg to oll* of the pilot.: fr''utti Etat-t-

rnont arrel he toId. me that he could walk on debris on the shore
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from one end of his patrol area to the other. Tlier-e wat,3o tnttch

fruni ti-tt'tlr.,:tt *hi1-,s. There's so much debris down there,that he feit

iike he could walk on the beach and never ttrr-tch hiE feet el1 tiie

Entrr-1, -iu,:t Halh c,rr tlie debris, Ilnr sure that's a Iittle bit of d

overstatement, but sure too. . .

l{M, Y*=, tli*r''e war a lot if it aIl up arrd dowrr the beaches...

H; They pointed out that once they got started irr Bear-trriorrt, anal.

tluy tstal'tECi ju,:t a Iittle bit behind you, there was one sinking

after the time they started. That's a ret:tarkable change.

llM: Th*y tl*rrt Eom*place eise, anyway, whether

not, but f 'm sure it had sorne effect on them.

we ran

It. hacl

them off or

to lrave.

Hl I,l+n't think thete's any doubt that the CAP fiiled d gap un-

tii, welt not only fiiied a gap, but it yea| filled a iJaL,, It

t-'&Ir thet:i off L,ecause it certainly stopped the activity of the

submarines. As f ar as I'm concerned unle=s you lrave anytliitigt

el*e to acld, we'11 wrap this uP.

tMr l,l+ 1 lieli.,=ve tliat ',: it. , '
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